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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 



Applicant(s) 

MEIXNER, DONALD^LAURENCE 



LDTAURENCE 



th the correspondence addres 



Status ' 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 November 2003 
2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3)Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal m 



:h the practice under Ex pi 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1^16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn fr 

5) |U Claim(s) 13-16 is/are allowed. 

Claim(s) 1-8 and 10-12 is/are rejprtori 
7M Claim(s) 9 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or elei 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

awing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.! 



Applicant m: 



... nTk u a t s / mciuamg tne correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1)U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12 'Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)UAII b)Q Some* c)Q None of: w ' 
1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received'in Application No 

3. U Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this~NltTonal Staoe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
1 s^TJf 9 r nt f $ madeof aclaim ^ domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) '(to a provisional application) 
37CFR 1 78 ^ mdUded in thS f,YSt S6ntenCe ° f the s P e *a«™ « * an Application Data Sheet 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

' m for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 
eluded in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 

Pt,™^ Revi ew (PTO-948) 5' R ST" <PT °" 413) ^ ^ ' 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement^) <pVu49) Paper N*s) . 6) □ Often APP ' iCa "° n < PT °- 152 ' 
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Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Aizawa et al. (EP 1,081,778), for reasons of record. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aizawa et al. 
(JP 7-320,757), for reasons of record. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Batawi et 
al. (EP 974,564), for reasons of record. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Batawi et 
al. (US 6,228,522), for reasons of record. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aizawa 
et al. (EP 1 ,08 1 ,778), for reasons of record. 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/12/03 have been fully considered but they are not 



persuasive. 



Applicant argues that the references do not disclose interconnects which consist of a 
single layer. This is persuasive only with respect to claims which recite a complete solid-state 
device, thus implying that the interconnect is the only layer between the anode of one cell and 
the cathode of an adjacent cell. On the other hand, claims to the interconnect per se, with a 

m of intended use, do not require either that the rest of the device to be present, or that 
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other parts are absent. These claims read on any layer of material with the recited composition, 
regardless of what the layer is next to. 

Applicant states that oxygen separation devices and fuel cells are divergent art. The 
present claims recite an "electrochemical solid-state device", a term which encompasses both 
solid-state fuel cells and solid-state electrochemical gas separation devices. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Kalafut whose telephone number is 571-272-1286. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 am-4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 





